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NEW DEHLER RAC
CRUISERS PERFO
REFLECTS I'TS PED

HE DEHLER 38
is the latest racer-
cruiser design for the
restigious German
marque from the Judel-Vrolijk
studio. It may be the first
new Dehler to be actually
manufactured within the
main, giant Hanse factory,
but it has had a substantial -
research and development
eriod overseen personally
y Karl Dehler who is son
of the founder of the brand
which in reality represented
the best in successful European
production racer-cruiser
designs, writes Yachting Life
racing editor Andi Robertson.
And so with that comes the
significant benefits of reduced
production costs, where the
real practical and performance
aspects are properly managed
into the production process
when often corners are cut that
compromise the final product.
And of course Vrolijk produce
a sweet, fast modern all round
hull which adds up to a good

looking, totally contemporary have designed in a lot of flare

design. to the transom, relatively
narrow on the waterline, all in
an easily driven hull. Cockpit
space is good, a decent balance

Dehler retains his racing
sailor sensibilities to brim%1
clever, smart ideas. They have
sold around 80
of the new 38s
and really the
momentum is
only now starting
to build. In the
UK Inspiration
Marine have sold
five and now have
boats which they
can access for
demonstration
purposes. The
price at just
under £110,000
is certainly a big
driver. It does
perhaps reduce
demand for the
41 in the process,
but the 38 does
almost as much for
proportionately
much less money.

Judel-Vrolijk

between cruising comfort and
space to work effectively.

There is great space behind
the twin helms with a couple
of §ood foot rests. There is
only just sufficient space for a
mainsheet trimmer forward of
the wheel, but I'd like a set of
foot braces if you are serious
about racing. Correspondingly
it’s set up so that there are
clutches to hold the main
and therefore allow the 105%
headsail to be sheeted to the |
same winch for short handed
sailing.

The cockpit table, if you want
it, is excellent, being big and
stainless framed, to provide a
solid set of handholds. The 24:1
backstay is led to the starboard
quarter and can be led to the
helm or main trimmer.

There are good jib car

ullers on the sidedeck,

ut most owners will close
the slot slightly more with
inhaulers for serious upwind
performance. Elvstrom Sails
are standard and our test
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Comments Miles Stratton based at Inspiration Marine’s
Scottish office in Kip Marina: “Dehler Yachts are fondly
reiarded for their performance, design and quality and
I think the Dehler 38 sets the bar very high. The interior
is stylish and functional and the sailing performance is
superb.

“The Dehler 38 is ideal for a cruising family as well as
the most ambitious racer and that’s a hard nut to crack.
We are delighted with the boat and I see it being a serious
contender for those seeking more from their sailing. It's as
stiff as houses and just as comfortable!




boat, Temeraire came with
EPEX fore and aft sails, at the
expense of taking Jerry White
sailing!

Although the design is based
around symmetrical kites,
our performance cruising
orientated boat had an easily
handled asymmetric.

The big drop down transom
is not especially pretty, but
it is functional as a bathing
and boarding platform. More
serious racers would leave it
behind and the stern open.

The hull and deck are hand
laid with an end grain balsa
core using vinylester resins
which give excellent panel
stiffness.

The standard rig is a Selden
double spreader alloy, but
our test boat had the Pauger
carbon rig which is about 50cm
taller, giving an extra 9sq.m
of upwind sail area. So far,
of the five sold in the UK our
test boat is the first with the
carbon rig, but in Europe the
proportion is 50:50 which is
more or less what Inspiration
Marine anticipate going
forwards.

There are three keel options;
a standard shallow L shaped, a
standard T keel and the 20cm
deeper race T keel which has a
lead bulb.

Our Solent test encountered
7-12kts of afternoon breeze
with flat water. It was pleasing
to find how light but positive
the Dehler 38 was. With just
enough weather helm to keep a
feel when it got really light, the
Vrolijk design had a welcome
urgency upwind, tracking
smoothly and accelerating
nicely out of the tacks.

Upwind with no crew on the
rail we had no trouble making
low sevens at a close angle
and all the time there was a
positive, but light feel from the
rudder. Helm's vision is good.

The gennaker added a good
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little boost in the light airs,
easily set and trimmed short
handed. In cruising mode
this would be a well used,
adetigtable sail. Again, looking
to the competition arenas,
most owners would probably
specify standard symmetrical
kites for typical windward/
leeward racing.

The interior is more of a
modern statement, seeking
to add a bit of USP to what
could otherwise easily
be an anonymous space.
Instead there is plenty of
curved, mO}t:lded Woochgvork,f
especially the signature line o
locl:)kers vgith conglplementary »
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fabric headrests. The curves
are also seen in the heads
compartment, on the saloon
table and the chart table.

The saloon seating space is
excellent with a good sized,
simple fold out table which
reaches both sides of the seated
space in comfort. The chart table
slides fore and aft on rails as
is de rigueur these days, thus
giving a full length settee berth.

The galley is standard but
spacious with good stowage
space of all tfrpes. The fridge
is top as well as front opening.
The working space is adequate
and is the right size, certainly
on a cruise for family holidays
if that is your thing. There
are three finish options; teak,
mahogany or Italian oak style
which can be complemented
by numerous soft furnishing
options and floor materials.

The test boat had the twin
double aft cabins and it
would be a preferred option
for most, I guess. The port
cabin is accessed through
the heads which has a clever
use of a single door. Yes, it is
a smart idea and maximises
space, giving a real en suite to
the aft cabin, but on balance
personally I am at best
undecided, since the cabin is
therefore always open to the
heads comparfment.

Overall I liked the feel of the
interior and the space on offer.
It is hard to gauge where the
benchmark now lies for high
volume production boats in
terms of the interior cabinet
work and finish. The Dehler 38
has loads of showroom appeal,
shiny surfaces and so on, but
you don’t have to look far to
find where the competitive

DEHLER 38
SPECIFICATION

LOA 11.30 m
LWL 10.40 m
Beam 3.75m
Draft 2.00 m standard

2.20 m competition
1.60 m shallow
Displacement 7.100 kg standard
6.750 kg competition
7.300 kg shallow
2.250 kg standard
1.900 kg competition
2.550 kg shallow
Engine Volvo D1-30 (28 hp)
Fresh water Approx. 300L
Fuel tank Approx. 160 L
CE Certificate The Dehler
38 is built according to

Ballast

CECertification,

Class A

Mast top

DWL 17.82 m standard

18.55 m competition
Total sail area 79.3 m? standard
86.5 m? competition

Main sail 43.7m? standard
49.0 m? competition

Furling Jib
105%
35.6 m? standard
37.5 m? competition
Rig (Standard)I  15.1 / 15.6m
] 4.36 m
P 14.5 /153 m
E 5.2 /5,35m

Design judel / vrolijk & co
Interior Dehler yachts

Pprice comes in.

But then, I am sure
expectations, as I have said
many times recently, are
correspondingly lower than 15
years ago.

Very few owners now
expect their boat to last them
a lifetime, simply that it is still
visibly held together when
they come to sell it on in three,
five or ten years time. And
having extensively sailed the
predecessor, the Dehler 37,
which was an excellent, under
appreciated cruiser-racer
which sadly lacked a little to
be genuinely competitive, it

certainly felt more solid inside.

Our conclusions reflect the
strong sales for this delightful,
nicely sized and proportioned
racer-cruiser. It’s a really
strong all round performer,
comfortable and modern and

sits well as competition for
the bigger production brands
like Jeanneau and Beneteau,
but representing good value
compared with the more
premium brands like X-Yachts
and Arcona for example.




